Safe Child Policy 
East Mississippi Regional Library 

Statement of policy purpose:
The East Mississippi Regional Library is dedicated to providing a warm, welcoming, and safe environment for people of all ages. Sharing this environment with other people requires that everyone follow the Library Use Policy which is available to view on the library’s website, or at any of our branch locations. 
The library encourages frequent visits by children and their families. However, library staff cannot provide child care or assume responsibility for children's safety. Parents, caregivers, teachers and caregivers, not library staff, are responsible for the behavior and safety of children visiting the library. Staff cannot be placed in the position of supervising unattended children. 

Policy Statement
Parents should not view the library as an alternative to day care or after-school programs. Staff cannot monitor everyone who enters, and all patrons are free to use any public area within the library. Parents should be advised that if the conduct of their child is inappropriate, the child may be instructed to leave the library. Parents should further realize that, even in their absence, they are legally responsible for the behavior and activity of their children. All children should have the telephone number of someone who can assist them in an emergency. 
All children 9 years or younger must have a parent/caregiver in the immediate vicinity of and in visual contact with the child. The assigned caregiver must be at least 14 years old and must carry emergency contact information. The parent/caregiver must maintain visual contact with the child, unless the child is participating in story time or any other library program.
Though parents of older children are strongly encouraged to be present, children ages 10 through 13 may use the library on their own, subject to the rules and regulations of the library. However, parents are still responsible for the actions of their children. Children demonstrating inappropriate behavior may be asked to leave the building. Thus if a child of this age group is not able to leave the library without an adult, he/she should not be in the library unattended. 
Young people ages 14 through 17 are treated as adult users. However, they are still legally the responsibility of their parents and should have an emergency contact available.

Unattended Children 
For the purposes of this policy, an unattended child refers to a child in the library alone, or a child whose parent or caregiver is in the library but is not adequately supervising that child. The latter situation may occur when the adult and child are in separate areas of the building, or when the adult is using library materials or equipment and is not supervising the child. 
As previously stated in this policy, library staff members cannot supervise children in the library or when the child leaves the building. However, if a staff member is concerned that a child (of any age) may not be sufficiently capable and mature to be on Library premises without supervision, the staff member may take action to correct the situation and will inform the library director of the concerns and the actions taken, and submit a written report when appropriate and necessary. 
In order to ensure a positive Library experience for everyone, if a child appears not to be sufficiently capable or mature to be on Library premises without supervision:

Staff will try to comfort the child if the child is ill or upset. Staff will make a concerted effort to locate the child’s parent, guardian, or caregiver in the Library and express the Library’s concern for the child’s safety, and explain the Library’s Safe Child Policy. If staff is unable to locate the parent, guardian, or caregiver in the Library, staff will make a concerted effort to contact the parent, guardian or caregiver to pick up the child. Staff will express the Library’s concern for the child’s safety and explain the Library’s Child Safety Policy. If the parent, guardian, or caregiver cannot be located within an hour, or if the library is closing (see below) or an emergency situation exits, staff will call local law enforcement. Local law enforcement will then assume responsibility for the child. Staff will notify the library director that local law enforcement has been called.

Staff will encourage any unattended child to contact his or her parent, guardian, or caregiver before closing time. Based on the age of the child, if a child is not picked up within 15 minutes of closing, library staff will call local law enforcement so an officer can assure the child is brought home safely.  Under no circumstances will a library staff member take a child out of the library building.  If the library has been closed, then two library staff members (if possible) will wait with the child inside the library building until the parent/caregiver or a police officer arrive to take the child home.  No staff member will ever take the child home under any circumstances. Once the child is in the protective care of local law enforcement, a note will be attached to the Library entrance with the following information: “Unattended child is in the care of local law enforcement.” Neither the name of the child nor the name of the parent, guardian, or caregiver will be listed on the note. 

Disruptive Children

Disruptive or inappropriate behavior is defined in the Library Use Policy as any behavior that either consciously or unconsciously violates or restricts the rights of others to use the library; prevents library employees from doing their jobs, or jeopardizes the safety of library users, staff and/or property. The following are procedures that staff will follow when a child is demonstrating disruptive or inappropriate behavior: 

Disruptive Attended Children 
A staff member will inform the parent/caregiver that their child is disturbing others. If appropriate, the staff member will issue a warning at that time. If the parent/caregiver refuses or is unable to control the behavior of the child, the family will be asked to leave the library. If the parent/caregiver does not cooperate, local law enforcement will be called.
Disruptive Unattended Children Over Age 10
(Note: for unattended children under age 10, staff will follow the procedure outlined in the previous section, even if that child is not being disruptive.)
A library staff member will tell the child that he or she is causing a disturbance and this is a warning, and that the next time he or she will be asked to leave. If the disruptive behavior continues, the staff member will attempt to contact the parent/caregiver to either pick the child up or to inform him/her that the child is being sent home from the library. If the parent/caregiver cannot be reached, the child will be told to leave the building.  The library staff member will follow through to see that the child does leave. If the child does not cooperate, local law enforcement will be called.
Access to Children’s Areas

Library children’s areas are reserved for use by children, their parents or caregivers, and adults interested in children’s literature. Adults in that area not using children’s materials or not using the area for the purpose intended will be asked to use other areas of the Library. 

Truancy
Pursuant to MS Code §37-13-91, a parent, caregiver or custodian of a compulsory-school-age child in this state shall cause the child to enroll in and attend a public school or legitimate nonpublic school for the period of time that the child is of compulsory-school-age. Any child at the library during school hours will be informed of this law and given the opportunity to call a parent/caregiver for a ride to school. If the child does not cooperate, local law enforcement will be called. 
Home Schooled Students 
In order to use the public library alone during school hours, those children aged over 10 who are home schooled, will be required to have a letter with them from the parent/caregiver stating the child is home schooled.  The letter will include emergency contact information.  The parent/caregiver may be called by staff to confirm the home school status.  The school district may also be contacted to confirm the home school status.

Illness

Children who are absent from school due to illness will not be permitted in the library and should remain home for their own wellbeing and the wellbeing of library staff and patrons. When appropriate, staff will follow the same procedure outlined in the “unattended child” section of this policy should this situation occur. 

