Policy for Registration of Patrons
East Mississippi Regional Library

Eligibility:
· The East Mississippi Regional Library is supported primarily by taxes paid by the residents of the cities, towns, villages, and counties where our branches are located. One (1) library card is provided at no additional charge to residents of these locations. Additionally, residents of counties adjacent to Clarke and Jasper Counties are also eligible to receive one (1) library card at no charge. Eligibility of other individuals will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
Requirements:

· The library has a responsibility to protect the taxpayers’ investment in the library’s collection, therefore;

· To obtain a library card: Patron must show a photo/government ID displaying his/her current address or a photo/government ID and one form of address verification. 
· If a photo or government issued ID is not available, other forms of identification will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 

· Address Verification: Examples of accepted forms of address verification in addition to a current driver’s license include, but are not limited to: bank statement, utility bill, physical address verification from your local 911 office, letters from Social Security, Medicare or other government entities, a current pay stub, a valid lease agreement, etc. Other forms of verification will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
· Minors: A parent or guardian must assume responsibility for materials borrowed by a person under eighteen years of age; therefore no identification is necessary for the minor, but the responsible adult must have a valid library card and agree for the new card and account belonging to the minor to be linked to their own library account. The adult must also read and sign the “Parent/Guardian Responsibility Form” before a minor can be issued a library card. Children must be five years of age before they are eligible to be issued a library card. 
Privacy: 
· Demographic information may be gathered from our patron records in order to plan library services or compose reports. This information is used in the aggregate (no identifying information is compiled or reported) and is not stored or disclosed in any way that would identify the person registering.
· Information about use of library materials and services will be disclosed only under court order or in keeping with federal legislation. 
